EXUGULA VEERASWAMY'S JOURNAL
absent here. One lakh and twenty thousand rupees income is derived from
the pilgrim tax here, of which amount only half is spent on the expen-
diture of the temple on an average at four thousand per month by the Company
authorities. The temple management are not paid anything in cash. They
have to spend the entire amount on the preparation of offerings alone and
divide the offerings according to their shares.
These offerings (Prasadarn) are sold basketsful in shops right from
the lion gate up to the main porch. People taste first and then purchase
prasadam as there is no bar on tasting. Besides allotting certain share
from the tax amount the company authorities assigned some tax free land
to the temple. Whatever things are placed before the deity as presents will
go to the government. I came to know that after deducting all the expenses
the annual income from this produce is about ten thousand rupees. Till
1843 all the temple revenues were being managed directly by the Company
authorities. Revenue Board used to look into the administration under the
supervision of Collectors and collect the revenues. Though the Pandas have
no other means of livelihood like lands, some of them are millionaires.
The three idols are in an unfinished condition up to the waist. The
images of Balabhadra and Jagannathaswamy are in the pose of an embrace
with wristless hands outstretched and the idol of Subhadra is in the middle
in short stature without hands. A club shaped instrument carved out of
the same wood is kept by the side of the idol of Jagannathaswamy and
it is called the missile weapon (Sudarsanam) of the God, , Every twelve
years during the intercalary month of Ashadh new logs are brought and new
images made by artists from the traditional artist families there. Then
the elderly persons from the tribals who3 seeking an eternal bliss, lead a life
of bachelorism, taking food only once in a week, takes out the animation
from the hearts of the old images, instals them in the new images and seals
them. The animation of the image Subhadra fell into the hands of a different
state and is being adored in that place which is also in Odhra (Orissa) country.
As far as I know two hands sized miniature idols of a fine mixed metal
in place of the soul (Suvarna) and another in place of the Supreme
soul of the universe (Paramatma) are installed in the two idols of Balabhadra
and Jagannathaswamy whereas3 in the idol of Subhadra there is only a
sacred stone (black ammonite) image of Laxrninarayana. The images of
Jagannathaswamy and Balabhadra are in the shape of miniature elephants.
When the idols are in the sanctum sanctorum they are kept on high pedes-
tals with pillows, and decorated with clothes giving an appearance as if the
idols have legs. The idol of Jagannath is painted blue in colour which the
idol of Balabhadra in white and that of Subhadra in yellow and the eyes and
nose are also painted with colour. The three idols are decorated with
jewelled head ornaments.
Daily seven delicious foods are offered.   The first two of them are
milk   and khichidi    (a rice and gram preparation).     These two are the